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Last July, I spent six highly enjoyable days in 

Winchester, attending the ICPIC annual conference. 

This year, for the first time, the conference was arranged  

by the UK organisation SAPERE (Society for the 

Advancement of Philosophical Enquiry and Reflection 

in Education). The full conference (which ran from 

Thursday to Tuesday) included in its middle a coherent 

mini conference, held at the weekend, which greatly 

enlarged the number of UK delegates who were able to 

attend. There was a balance of formal sessions and social 

activities, all well chosen, and well organised. 

       

I was in a good position to appreciate the conference. I 

am a regular but infrequent attender of SAPERE events. 

I was therefore able to see what trends have developed 

since the previous annual conference. I had  the pleasure 

of meeting old friends, and of making new ones. One of 

the particular joys of an international conference is that 

of making new kinds of contacts. Papers, workshops 

and poster presentations from a wide range of countries 

and continents gave an impressive display of the extent 

to which Philosophy with Children is now practised 

worldwide, the thoughtfulness that goes into its 

practice, and the variety of its modes of presentation. 

There was the usual well deserved celebration of 

achievement. There was also a willingness to look for 

improvement and to tease out deeper issues. This was 

apparent in informal and social contacts as well as 

within the official programme. 

 

It seems to me that Philosophy for Children is growing 

up. When a discipline is new, it tends at the beginning to 

be disseminated in a fairly rigid pattern: the word is 

passed on unchanged, from disciple to new disciple. As 

the word spreads and takes on, change becomes 

possible and necessary. New generations need to 

develop their own styles, perhaps developing new 

schools, but if possible without splitting into factions. 

When I was trained, some years ago now, people were 

just beginning to develop individual variations that 

suited their own styles of presentation.  

 

What is happening currently is that as well as there 

being a well established variety of provision, there is 

also a healthily critical dimension to both theory and 

practice. Delegates were looking at how underlying 

political attitudes and societal trends in their own 

countries affect theory and practice. The Community of 

Enquiry presupposes notions of democracy and 

equality. It makes sense to relate its practice to wider 

trends and issues. ‘Grown-up’ theory needs to go 

beyond the immediate situation and to confront the 

political. One of the themes of the conference was 

‘Citizenship’. No agreed definition was looked for, but 

many dialogues brought out issues of how to turn 

formal into actual rights for all the inhabitants of a 

country. Many delegates came from countries with 

oppressed citizens. All delegates recognised the notion 

of exclusion from one’s own society. All were looking 

for a model of participation for all citizens and were 

practising a participatory democracy in their own 

discussions. 

 

Delegates were also looking at limitations in their own 

practice. There was a willingness to look at context and 

to ask if the Community of Enquiry is suitable for all 

children in all circumstances. The role of research was 

being examined, and the use of  philosophy for the 

development of self. 

 

The programme overall gave a welcome variety of 

perspectives. I did not always agree with viewpoints 

expressed (indeed I frequently disagreed, often quite 

strongly)  in the plenary or the parallel sessions, but I 

was always interested and engaged. It is not often one 

can say as much of a six-day conference. 

 
 


